JENNIFER KOH

violinist

~ at the Blossom Festival ~

The debutanteSaturdaywas Gian Carlo Menotti's Violin Concerto,a 1952 work that
violinist JenniferKoh hasbeenchampioningsincesherecordedt severalearsago with
the SpoletoFestial Orchestraand RichardHickox on the Chandoslabel. Her Blossom
performancerovidedagorgeousntroductionto a piecesteepedn Romantictradition and
thoroughlyremovedrom theavant-gardéearningsof themid-20thcentury.

Koh appliedfragrantsweetnesso thepoeticwriting andfierce vigor to Menotti's dramatic
statementsHer toneprojectedclearlyandsoaringlyinto the cool night air, partly because
of the1727 Stradivariushehasplayedfor six years."

- Donald Rosenberg, Cleveland Plain Dealer, August 25, 2003

"Violinist Jennifer Koh, making her Cleveland Orchestra debut, sounded perfectly
integratednto theorchestrafabric. Koh chosethe Violin Concertoof Gian Carlo Menotti
for herdebut,andshecouldn't havepickeda bettervehicleto show off her considerable
powersof musicianshippndpersuasion.

Sheis a gung-hoadvocatefor this work of mid-20th centuryromanticism. Koh's suave
techniqueandalertmusicianshighelpedherputacrosghelyricism thatis alwayspresenin
thework andalsoletit soundutterly fresh.

It was terrific to hear such a strong, intelligent personalityfrom someonein the 20-
somethinggeneratiorof violinists. Koh belongson a shortlist of soloiststo invite back
soon."

- Elaine Guregian, Ohio Beacon-Journal, August 24, 2003
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